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Introduction

This chord reference library includes all open position chords, bar chords, all the important extensions a
chord can have and a number of chord tricks and systems to classify chords.
It is the companion to the TrueFire Interactive Video Course witlséimee name.

Among these chord tricks and systems are

- moving an open position chord up the neck to create new sounds

- using bar chords without a bar

- build chords that have so called close voicings, which is the use of two notes in a chord thastae
or 1 step apart

- the use of pedal notes in a chord progression

- counterpoint, contrary motion and melodic movement within a chord

- an extensive look at inversions, triads, powerchord triads and ways to expand them

- and finally chords thatra built with quartal harmony.

You can go through this library much like you can with all the other TrueFire courses; start at the
beginning, go through all the examples, the breakdown of the harmony, all the chord tricks that are
described, the ways thegre categorized and at a breakneck speed enlarge your chord knowledge.

But because this subject is so vast and important, you can also use it as an encyclopedia.

,2dz Oy 02YS o0FO1 2 GKS @OARS2a IyR LRg8NILIO0A 6KS
chords or when you need to find out how to create or extend certain chords.

You can print this reference manual which will give you a systematic rundown of almost all the chords
82dzQf t SOSN) ySSR> ASOSNIt g &a akdmelodotrigks youanOl (S 32
use to extend chords and chord progressions.

LG ta2 AyOftdzRSa | on LI 3S NHzyR26y 2F OK2NR KI N¥Y2
context.

With every type of chord and approach to playing chords, standard chordgmsigns and chord tricks

6SQBS AyOftdzZRSR F tAad 2F KAG az2y3a G2 KStLI @2dz 3S

by the writers of hit records.

| encourage you to check out these songs and listen for the effect these chords and atierdhave.

LGQa SIFAASNI G2 NBYSYOSNI ¢gKIG (KS@&@ az2dzyR tA1S AT @

,2dzQff 0SS FotS G2 troSft OK2NRa o6& LXIF&SNAE 2N aAaidz
Andy Summers chord, the Wonderwall trmmkthe James Bond theme.
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l aARS TNRY NBFSNByOSa (2 bH&rigiaabconpasitionsitdijuratzhow QIS Ay
chords can be colored, how certain effects can be achieved, which chords will work in which situations
and how to embellish ahord progression.

N

This reference manual doeetA y Of dzZRS | f f (K OK2NRa @&2dz Oy Ll2aaa
intend to.

That whole approach senselessbecause there are probably a few million and no one is going to be

able to remember thenall and least of all, know how to use all of them.

This reference manudloesA y Of dzRS ¢y LISNDOSyid 2F Fff OK2NRa @&2dzQf
folk, r & b, soul, funk ahother modern western musicQIi@S & 2 LILJISR & K2 NIlisichT 3I2 Ay 3
but this manual will have given you several systems to build those chords youragHlgzethem with

the extensive harmony section includdd. K @S 2y f & Ay Of dZRSR WL &t of SQ (
GKAOK @&2dz R2y Qi KI @& Stend themowebtboimany RetzNhiFlibrgiaiStotHuita2 NJ S E
players not for guitarwizards

This is a load of material, so take your time going through it.

I hope you enjoy this systematic approach and am convinced it will help you extend your chord

knowledge.

It will make you recognize chords and chord progressions quicker and help you find certain chord effects
GKSY @2dzQNB O2YLRaAy3d az2y3ad ¢ KA & andlyzeated ahd chokdf t I A O
progressions you find on the internetahdf @ G KS WO2NNBOGQ 3IdzA G F NJ | NNJ y 3

Matthieu Brandt
for TrueFire

Haarlem (The Original), The Netherlands
June 2008
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us4 & Sus2 Chord Combination

Definition : Combination of sus4 and sus2 chords. Both suspended chords are
often combined to create melodies within a chord.
The major or minor third of the chord is also added in the melody.

Chord Formula : Suspended 2™ = 1-2-5, Major Triad = 1-3-5 or Minor Triad =1-b3-5 and
suspended 4" = 1-4-5
Styles of Music : Folk, Country, Pop, Rock, etc.
Examples : Summer of 0669 (Brian Adams), Brass in
Song
(John Denver), Happy Christmas (John Lennon), The Winner Takes It
All
(Abba), Vincent (Don McLean), The First Cut Is The Deepest (Cat
Stevens).
When to use : To create melodies on top of a major or minor triad
A Major OR A Minor in combination with Asus2 and Asus4 B Major OR B Minor (Tonic on 2nd) in combination with Bsus2 and Bsus4
A Am Asus2 Asus4 B Bm Bsus2 Bsus4
X [0} X0 o] X0 0O X0 (o] X X X X
i I woom
14
1O W T 74 =] 1T " T [ ]
ga qG I 11 W 1 1
S — = i = T~ z t z j
D 2 et = = > 2 = 2
0 0 0 0 2 2 2 2
T 2 1 0 3 4 3 2 5
A ; : : i i i :
—B 0 0 0 0 2 2 2 2
Mute the 1st string (E note = major third of C) D Major OR D Minor in combination with Dsus2 and Dsus4
@ Csus2 Csus4 D Dm Dsus2 Dsus4
X 0 X X 00 X X © X XXO XXO XXO0 © XXO
1T ]
#—_ HH 11
S % b (2
| | . L T ] = ]
= a = 2 | 2 a
p29 = = “ ~
2 1 0 3
—1 1 1 3 3 3 3
—0 0 0 2 2 2 2
—2 0 3 0 0 0 0
—3 3 3
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E Major OR E Minor in combination with Esus2 and Esus4 Mute the Major Third on 5Sth string / 2nd string when playing sus2 or sus4
E Em Esus2 Esus4 G Gsus2 Gsus4
Q__ oo o000 Q__ oo Q0o 000 X0 X X00

H L 1T
ITT

Erxan :ﬁ::: g %_ EITam

9 O I o
I I I n |
1 I © I 1
Z L | = — 7 i |
L.] W 1 % I :E I - - N |
z = z z [
z z e @ e 2
—0 0 0 0 3 3 3
—0 0 0 0 0 1
—1 0 4 2 0 2 0
—2 5 4 2 0 0 0
—2 2 2 2 2
—0 0 0 0 3 3 3
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Add 9 Chords

Definition : A Major or Minor Triads that has an added 9™.
A Minor Seventh Chord with an added 9" is called a Minor Ninth Chord.
This is the same note as the suspended 2™ (2x ¥ note or 2 frets above

the
root), usually played 7 whole notes or 14 frets above the root.
Chord Formula : Add9 =1-3-5-9, madd9 = 1-b3-5-9 and m9 = 1-b3-5-b7-9.
Styles of Music : Folk, Country, Pop, Rock, Singer Songwriter, Rock Ballads, Latin, Jazz,
etc.
Examples : add9 Lover You Shouldéve Come Over (Je
Dust in the Wind (Kansas), | Got A Name Jim Croce),
madd9 Fade To Black (Metallica), Every Breath You Take (Police),
m9 Language (Suzanne Vega)
When to use : Gives the minor or major chord a more mellow flavor.
Aadd9 Aadd9 Aadd9 Cadd9 Cadd9 Dadd9
X [o] 5”0—0 5XO X _ 0O X 00 O X:X:O#
- T . | - ] —<3 T #31‘} |
ﬁd % 1 % 1 g; 1 § 1 g) — ]
— 0 0 5 0 0 2
— : : a a
A
B 4 : % °
Eadd9 Eadd9 Fadd9 Fadd9 Gadd9 Aadd9

J
%15
o115 b

OH::‘!> ’

£
gr~wOSHTGIa @I:: ?SE@ %

oveoo dHE0C

= | wr—w
w | oo

LOWo—
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Add 11 Chords

Definition : A Major or Minor Triads that has an added 11"
This is the same note as the suspended 4™ (5x ¥ note or 5 frets above
the
root), usually played 8 1/2 whole notes or 17 frets above the root.
Chord Formula :Addl11l = 1-3-5-11, maddll = 1-b3-5-11 and m11l = 1-b3-5-b7-11.
Styles of Music : Folk, Country, Pop, Rock, Singer Songwriter, Rock Ballads, Latin, Jazz,
etc.
Examples raddll Miss You (Rolling Stones)
mll Here, There and Everywhere (The Beatles)
m7addll  About A Girl (Nirvana), Back To You (John Mayer)
When to use : Gives the minor or major chord a more mellow flavor, with a suspended
twist.
Root on 5th string Root on 5th string Root on 6th string
Aaddll Baddll Cl1 C7addl1 Daddl1 Eaddl1 Faddl1
X0 © X X O X XX00 Q00
i o LI B
H mma H
1 m O =4
ﬂ:"ﬁ 8 —c e e = 3 !
& - s e —=g = =8 =8 |
O © © —_—
0 2 3 5 0 1
F 2 1 3 3 7 0 1
B¢ 2 3 3 b 2 3
—B 0 2 3 3 0 1
0 1
Root on 6th string Root on Sth string
Gaddll G7addll Am7addll Am7addll Am7addll Bm7addll Am7addll Em7addl1 Cmll Em7add11
00 [o)0] X o X00 X000 © X X CO000O X Q00000
R H s HH sﬁ :ﬁ
| T X u K
H C:ﬂ:: :?:F Imn|
8 o O © Py
o o b — =8 = =8 = =8 q
o — — = — s — —8 e
g g s s b= o s s e s
(e [e]
3 1 0 3 0 5 0 1 0
—1 1 3 1 1 5 5 0 3 0
—0 0 5 2 0 7 5 0 3 0
—0 0 5 0 7 5 0 1 0
—2 2 0 0 5 0 3 0
3 3 5 7 5 0 0
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m 691 Chords
Definition : A Minor Triad that has an added major 6™ AND an added 9".
Chord Formula : 1-b3-5-6-9
Styles of Music : Jazz, Pop, Singer Songwriter, Latin, etc.
Examples : Forty Thousand Headmen (Traffic), 3x5 (John Mayer),
Theme From the Pink Panther
Root on 6th string
Améadd9 Améadd9 Améadd9 Bmé6add9 Dmé6add9 Emé6add9 Emé6add9 Gméadd9 Gmé6add9

H 4o T Eane] :ﬁ::ﬁ H

OO

oRIoo

[ Bgior~
NO—= NN
I OO
ONON S NN
ohprOOO
LWOOWWo
LONW LD
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Maj 7 and Add 6 Extended Chords

Definition : A Major Triad that has an added major 6™ and/or an added major 7"
and/or one other extension
Chord Formula 1 1-3-5-6-7, 1-3-5-7-13, 1-3-5-7-9, 1-3-5-6-9
Styles of Music : Jazz, Latin, Fusion, etc.
Amaj9 Cmaj9 Cmaj9 Dmaj9 Dmaj9 Emaj9
o0 X_0000 X X X [o] X [o] o]
SHsH 5 3 HH
o e
1 A ¥
\J I /A e ] T [§] T P 8 ] LS = | L & T = ]
:@ "'5 ot —a — e & {
>34 —© —©  — g I #1) ]
3] S s o4 © o
(]
0 0 0 0 0 4
T 0 0 3 7 3 4
A ¢ ? ; 9 g i
B 7 3 3 5 5 2
6 0
Root on 6th string Root on Sth string
Fmaj9 Gmaj9 Gmaj9 (no 3) Bmaj9
00 X0 O X X X X
7 S
[®] | T s I © 1 ]
15 Fo R o |
L [e} U SR
8 o o
—0 2
—1 0 3 2
—0 2 2 3
—3 0 4 1
—0 2
—1 3 3
Gmajl3 Cmajl3 Cmajl3 Cmajl3 Dmajl3
o o] X 0 0O X o0 X _©O X [o]o]
H 4
11 ©
P= 8] T L9 ] T L) T | LS ) ]
:#;‘ —o° —So —S T ﬁl‘-‘;" |
b ] I I = I 24 1 b ] ]
—0 0 0 ] 0
—3 0 0 0 0
—4 2 2 0 [
—4 0 5 2 4
— 3 3 3 5

11
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Root on 6th string
Emajl3 Fmajl3 Gmajl3
oo o X o

Root on 5Sth string
Cmajl3
X

E{HE

[

i

3

lol
1

e

o [%|46E

oloflers

g1 Heg

el el

ORNARE

Lo

—OON—=O

w | oo

Root on 5th string
Cé6add9

X

i

Gé6add9

Gé6add9
oo o

toor

LOININILOL
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Powerchords
Definition

only has
powerchords.

Chord Formula
Styles of Music

. A stack of a root with a perfect fifth. Often one of these notes is doubled
(or both). Although technically a powerchord is an interval, because it

two different notes, these intervals are mostly referred to as

:1-5
: Rock, Heavy Metal, Pop, etc.

Examples : 11 AM (Incubus), Smoke on the Water (Deep Purple), My Generation
(The Who), Knocking on Heavens Door (Guns & Roses Cover),
The Unforgiven (Metallica), Rumble (Link Wray), You Really Got Me
(The Kinks).
When to use : Chord has no major or minor third and can be used as a replacement for
both.
Because it has a |imited 6colord itébs
Too thicken up the chord, the fifth of the chord is sometimes doubled
in the bass.
AS AS D5 DS ES ES G5
X0 XX p.{e] XXC X XXO Q__ XXX o] [o]e] p.{e]e]
SeLiE e L1aeE o
o ] " . AN
H = H :H
1A © © O
o — o o ! = —o :
L —— = — — — —— —e j
© © — =~ O
— 5 5 0 3
— 3 3 2 i 2
A
B— 5 : : 5 5 ’
0 0 3
Root on 6th string Root on 5th string Root on 4th string Root on 3rd string Root on 5th string Root on 4th string
G5 C5 FS AS C5/G F5/C
XXX X XX XX X XXX XXX X %X
H H 3 H HHH :H:__
st ETi aaar) EstH et
£ T —o —F T T " |
I 8] 1 (%] I (e | | (8] N |
= I o — He I o i o H
O O

el

[acracrd |
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Triads on 1%, 2" and 3" string

Definition
Chord Formula
Styles of Music
When to use
instruments.

: Major and Minor Triads on 3 adjacent strings

: 1-3-5 (major) and 1-b3-5 (Minor).

: Funk, Rock, Pop, Singer Songwriter, etc.

: As a second guitar part or part in a band setting with other chord

Locate the root on one string and shape the chord around it.

Root on 2nd string Root on 3rd string Root on 1st string Root on 2nd string Root on 3rd string Root on 1st string
D D D Dm Dm Dm
XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX
s HHH 10 HH 5 10 ==
e H H
1T 1] 111
o o
1 g m o < =
L. 4 | )~ 4 | =4 T b4 T =4 T = I |
el I P I I b 1 bt I il |
L® ] 1 1 1 L9 ] 1 1 I |
1 1 1 1 1 i |
D)
2 ) 10 1 5 10
T 3 7 10 3 6 10
A 2 7 11 2 7 10
B
Root on 2nd string Root on 3rd string Root on 1st string Root on 2nd string Root on 3rd string Root on 1st string
A A A Am Am Am
XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX
9 12 FFH sHH 8 12 H
. n| NN
T H :::g
o
g 8 - 8 b °
o ! =8 — : =t q
1 | 1 1 1 N |
I 1 1 1 I i |
—9 12 5 8 12 5
—10 14 5 10 13 5
—9 14 6 9 14 5

14
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Triads on 2"% 3% and 4" string

Definition : Major and Minor Triads on 3 adjacent strings

Chord Formula : 1-3-5 (major) and 1-b3-5 (Minor).

Styles of Music : Funk, Rock, Pop, Singer Songwriter, etc.

When to use : As a second guitar part or part in a band setting with other chord
instruments.

Locate the root on one string and shape the chord around it.

Root on 2nd string Root on 3rd string Root on 4th string Root on 2nd string Root on 3rd string Root on 4th string
D D D Dm Dm Dm
XX X XX X XX X XX X XX X XX X
7 10 6 FEH 10
HH i
1T 1T
1A hey o b4
L . /1 P | >=4 | >=4 T = I b4 & n |
V.4 (= 1 0.2 I i I teed 1 b 1 e A I A Il |
O I O O I il |
#ﬁ} | | — X3 | | i |
T 3 7 10 3 8 10
 — ! i 2 ! 10
D 4 7 £ 3 7 £
L =4
Root on 3rd string Root on 4th string Root on 2nd string Root on 3rd string Root on 4th string Root on 2nd string
A A A Am Am Am
XXX XX X XX X XX X XX X XX X
5 9 s % 9

e_%;
yos

B2
8
i
pu
14

T 5 10 1 10
A ] g } : s
B 7 11 2 10

15
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Triads on 3@, 4" and 5™ string

Definition
Chord Formula
Styles of Music
When to use
instruments.

: Major and Minor Triads on 3 adjacent strings

: 1-3-5 (major) and 1-b3-5 (Minor).

: Funk, Rock, Pop, Singer Songwriter, etc.

: As a second guitar part or part in a band setting with other chord

Locate the root on one string and shape the chord around it.

Root on 5th string Root on 3rd string Root on 4th string Root on 5th string Root on 3rd string Root on 4th string
D D D Dm Dm Dm
X XX X XX X XX X xx X XX X XX
7 H%H 11 7 ¥ H 10 FFH
H o mm
1T 1T 1T
@:ﬁ; == = { == =8 |
b ] I b ] I (& ] I (8] 1 [§ ] I [§] ]
I I I ) I (9] I J
O
T
A 2 7 11 2 7 10
4 7 12 3 7 12
—B 5 9 12 8 12
Root on 3rd string Root on 4th string Root on Sth string Root on 3rd string Root on 4th string Root on Sth string
A A A Am Am Am
X___ XX X XX X XX X XX X XX X XX
Ha4H 5 9 sHH 9
G #
1T 1T
7 ©
Ty —8 I —& —8 H
[a] | Y & ] 1 1 (e 1 ] I I |
| E—— 1 | I 1 I i |
8 2 8
5 10
—2 8 9 2 5 9
—2 7 11 2 7 10
—4 % 12 3

16
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Expanded Triads on 1%, 2" and 3" string: Sus4 and Sus?2

Sample

Definition
Chord Formula
Styles of Music
When to use
instruments.

: Sus4 and Sus2 Triads on 3 adjacent strings

: 1-4-5 (sus4) and 1-2-5 (sus2).

: Funk, Rock, Pop, Singer Songwriter, etc.

© 2012 Matthieu Brandt

: As a second guitar part or part in a band setting with other chord

Locate the root on one string and shape the chord around it.
These can be seen as harmonic variations of the major or minor triads.

Root on 2nd string Root on 3rd string Root on 1st string
D Dsus4 D Dsus4 D Dsus4
XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX
s HHH 5 10 FFH 10 (A=
o H H
1T 1] 1]
o o
1 & O =4 ire 2 8 o 2]
H§ T © T #5 T © &= T I |
= = | | | | i
1 1 1 1 1 i |
D)
2 3 5 9 10 1
T 3 3 7 8 10 10
A 2 2 7 7 11 12
—B
Root on 2nd string Root on 3rd string Root on 1st string
D Dsus2 D Dsus2 D Dsus2
XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX
14 12 s HHH 5 = 10 HH 8
& H H
El 1] 1]
e oo o o
1A © © % e 2J 5.4 o 2]
; g T T "o S T n |
I I 1 b e 1| I Il |
1 1 1 1 1 I |
I I 1 1 I 1 |
o
14 12 5 5 10 1
T 15 15 7 8 10 10
A 14 14 7 7 11 12
B

17
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Powerchord Based Triads

Definition
Chord Formula
Styles of Music
When to use

: Triads derived from Powerchords on 3 adjacent strings
: several.

: Rock, Heavy Metal, Pop, etc.

: As harmonic variations in a Powerchord groove.

18



